Easy Reference Sheet—FCA’s, etc.

English 10
Absolute: noun + verb(ing)(ed)(s)



SENTENCE STARTER

Example sentences:  Hands trembling, Joe walked up to the podium to deliver his speech.




Clock ticking, Julie couldn’t wait for the school day to end.

Appositive:  a descriptive phrase describing a noun


-Set off by commas

Example sentences:  Mrs. Countess, my English10 teacher, likes flamingos.




The shooting star, quick as lightning, darted across the night sky.
Participial Phrase:  phrase that begins with verb(ing)(ed)(s)




SENTENCE STARTER

Example sentences:  Running to the door, I tripped and fell. (present participial phrase)



Warmed up, the team ran onto the field. (past participial phrase)
“be” verbs:  Forms of BE



Use these as little as possible

is, am, are, was, were, be, being, been
Adjective:  describes a NOUN or PRONOUN

· Usually precedes the noun

· Be specific (don’t use opinion adjective like beautiful, great, nice, etc.)

Adverb:  describes a VERB (usually ends in –ly and tells HOW)

Example sentences: Quickly, I ran to the grocery store for some milk.




Jen happily opened her email.
Imagery:  Uses the senses to describe something


-smell, sight, touch, taste, sound

Example sentences: The freezing cold, wet Popsicle sent tingles down my spine.
As I entered the room, the familiar smell of cinnamon spice, sugar 

cookies and pine trees reminded me that I was “home for the holidays”.
Figurative Language:  simile, metaphor, personification


Simile = compare two unlike thing using “like” or “as”

Example sentence:  Her cheeks are like red apples.

Metaphor = compare two unlike things (sometimes using “is” or “are”)

Example sentence:  Life is a roller coaster.

Personification = gives human characteristics to inanimate objects

Example sentence:  Her hair danced around her face.
Preposition:  shows relationship between a noun/pronoun & another word


ANYWERE A MOUSE CAN GO



SENTENCE STARTER

Example sentences: Under the bed, the little girl hid from the monster.




After rehearsal, I can’t wait to go out to eat.
Show, Don’t Tell:  being descriptive-looks like, sounds like, feels like
Example telling sentence:  It was a pretty crummy place.



Example showing sentence:  With moldy, creaky floors, chipped paint, cobwebs, and torn 

  furniture, I could tell that this was an abandoned house.
The BIG THREE comma rules: 
1. The conjunction/independent rule:  When writing a sentence with a conjunction, use a comma BEFORE the conjunction if it is an independent clause.
2. The list rule (items in a series):  Separate items (nouns, verbs, adjectives, etc.) in a series with commas.  

3. The introductory word/phrase rule:  Place a comma after ANY introductory word or phrase.
