English 12 
Beowulf Warm Ups


Warm Up #1

· How do you define “great literature”?
[image: http://informationng.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Literature.jpg]
· Read and paraphrase the following quote by C.S. Lewis.

In reading great literature, I become a thousand men and yet remain myself.



Warm Up #2

Beowulf is an ancient poem.  Think about how many years have passed since the Old English poet began to write his heroic epic. (1300 yrs)
[image: Image result for old english beowulf]
Can his eighth century words possibly stir the hearts, minds and spirits of twenty-first century readers?

Please explain your feelings as you prepare to read excerpts from Beowulf.  






Warm Up #3

Think about the qualities of modern heroes and the enemies they battle. 
[image: http://ecoopportunity.net/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/Hero.jpg]
What qualities, in your mind, make a hero? Please explain/elaborate.











Warm Up #4  

Refer to line 58 on p. 28 in Beowulf.  In what way has hate triumphed?

[image: http://img4.wikia.nocookie.net/__cb20120601181505/marvel_dc/images/6/66/Grendel_004.jpg]

Prediction:  What kind of person will try to stop Grendel from terrorizing Herot?







 


Warm Up #5

Possessive Apostrophe practice

Look at p. 36 in your book and identify the following nouns as singular possessive, plural possessive or plural.

1. dragon’s in line 307
2. Geats’ in line 319
3. flames in line 324
4. Edgetho’s in line 340

Now, please choose the correct form of the following sentences (please retype the sentences in your document):

1. Beowulf fought three (monsters, monster’s, monsters’).
2. The (Danes, Dane’s, Danes’) great hall was attacked.
3. A (Danes, Dane’s, Danes’) head rolled.
4. The field rang with (oxens, oxen’s, oxens’) cries.
Warm Up #6

Beowulf is able to defeat evil in the form of both Grendel and the dragon, yet he ultimately loses his life in the process.
[image: http://www.betterlivingthroughbeowulf.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Beowulf_and_the_Dragon_by_Kitsune_aka_Cettie.jpg]
From this fact, what conclusions can you draw about the struggle between good and evil?









Warm Up #7

Alliteration is the repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning of words, as in the phrase “slowly setting sun”.
[image: https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/originals/2a/3e/55/2a3e5559cc547e735d0862f92ad52e5c.jpg]
Alliteration can be used to emphasize particular words, heighten a mood, or create a musical effect.

With a partner, look back through Beowulf and find three examples of alliteration (include the line number).

Then, please explain what effect you feel the alliteration has on the poem?



[bookmark: _GoBack]Warm Up #8

Free Write!!

[image: http://www.youcantcallitit.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/autumn.jpg]




Journal #16

Considering the epic heroes we have covered in this unit – Beowulf and Achilles – who do you regard as a better epic hero?

Explain your reasoning by using examples from the epic poem characteristics chart.
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Old English vs Modern English

« Old English
"... alegdon tha tomiddes
maerne theoden

laeleth hiofende hlaford
leofne

ongunnon tha on beorge
bael-fyra maest

wigend weccan wudu-rec
ESED

sweart ofer swiothole
swogende leg

wope bewunden"

* Modern English
translation

The sorrowing soldiers then
laid the glorious prince,
their dear lord, in the
middle. Then on the hill
the war-men began to
light the greatest of
funeral fires. The wood-
smoke rose black above
the flames, the noisy fire,
mixed with sorrowful
cries"
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