Thought Starter #1

Please respond to one of the following quotes about friendship.  You may react with personal stories/experiences or general opinions.
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Thought Starter #2

Please respond to the following quote using personal examples, ideas, and/or opinions.  

“Peace is achieved one person at a time, through a series of friendships.” 
--Fatma Reda
[image: http://25.media.tumblr.com/92538f7ff9891d07af3d9530ee48548a/tumblr_mh5a5hVzIx1qf90xro1_500.jpg]
What do you think this quote means?  Do you agree?  Disagree? 



Thought Starter #3

Agree or disagree with Gene’s observation that “sarcasm [is] the protest of people who are weak.” (page 29)
[image: http://www.thequotefactory.com/irep/en/7/7J7GNV5CL5M2V_1HOEPHA_PH_L_LS.jpg]
If you agree, explain.  If you disagree, explain your view of sarcasm.


Thought Starter #4

Please respond to both questions below.
[image: http://www.proginosko.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/question-mark.jpg]
a. What question do you think is important to ask about the story so far?

b. How is student life (and the school) at Devon similar and/or different from life at your school?  Explain and support with details.

Thought Starter #5

The author describes Chet as “weakened by the very genuineness of his interest in learning.” (p. 54)
1.) Is there a difference between learning for the sake of learning and just doing what it takes to achieve top grades?  
2.) In the long run, which type of student do you think comes closest to meeting the true goals of education?
 Support/Explain your opinion.
[image: ]





Journal #5(b)

Create Finny AND Gene’s most recent report cards.  Be sure to include subjects, letter grades, and teacher comments.  Include a section on citizenship/behavior. (p.53)

Class		Grade	   Citizenship/Behavior	Comments




Thought Starter #6

Imagine that you are Finny.  Write a letter to Gene after his visit and confession.  Express your feelings about the situation.

[image: http://rothamelbratton.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/writing-center.jpg]



Thought Starter #7

  On p.81-82, Mr. Ludsbury stops Gene and berates him (chews him out/scolds him).  
[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_FPcODIIh-oo/S5mJji2ejMI/AAAAAAAAAE4/kHBm--MAnPU/s400/scold.jpg]

Write an interior monologue for Gene that shows how he responds silently to each of Ludsbury’s remarks.





Thought Starter #8

Free Write
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The faculty at Devon adopted an “Emergency Usefulness Policy” to help with the war (page 93). 
 
Write what you believe would be stated in that policy.  What would it say?  

Would there be requirements for the students to help with the war effort?
[image: http://laveti.files.wordpress.com/2012/12/policy.gif]

Thought Starter #9

[bookmark: _GoBack]Make a prediction:  How will the war eventually affect the boys?  Will Finny admit that there is a war?  Who will enlist first? Explain.
[image: C:\Documents and Settings\jharding\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\M5T1SDKR\MC900036522[1].wmf]




Thought Starter #10

  How does Brinker change after the morning Gene decides not to enlist?  How do you explain these changes? (p. 129-130)

[image: http://suboxforum.com/userpix/2_enlist701150_1.jpg]

Thought Starter #11

Please respond to one of the following options:

A. As Leper’s drill sergeant, write the official report on Leper, describing his period of service and the reason for his discharge.

B. You are Leper’s mother.  Write a letter to your sister about your son.  Explain some of your worries about him and mention the visit by one of your son’s friends.
[image: C:\Documents and Settings\jharding\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\9524NJKK\MC900439260[1].jpg]





Thought Starter # 12

Gene has suffered a great deal of guilt since he caused Finny to fall from the tree.
  [image: http://www.texasescapes.com/CentralTexasTownsSouth/FentressTexas/FentressTexasTreeRopeOverSanMarcosRiver308TE.jpg]
Who is to blame for this second accident?  

Was Brinker overstepping boundaries he should not have crossed?  Was Leper? 


Thought Starter #13

What is your reaction to Finny’s death?

Prediction:  Will the others blame Gene for Finny’s death?
Do you blame Gene? Explain.
[image: ]


Thought Starter #14
What is your impression of the novel? 
 [image: http://i51.photobucket.com/albums/f376/sorealrave/peace_tree_by_bluecicles.jpg]
What did you like about it?  What didn’t you like about it? 
 
Why do you think John Knowles chose this title?

Please also choose a quote that sticks in your mind and explain it.  
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